
The Town of Swanzey if proud to bring you online 

services! 

Skip the line and renew your car registration, renew your dog 

license, and receive vital records from the convenience of your 

own happy at any time by going to www.town.swanzey.nh.us. 

The links are on the home page and just click the appropriate 

box to get started! 

We will also soon 

be offering online 

tax payments. 
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Swanzey’s 2017 Accomplishments 

Several facility projects were completed in 2017 to help maintain the Town’s buildings (assets) and make 

various improvements, some of which have been in the planning stages for years. Some of the major projects 

and the vendors who completed the work are as follows: Police Station Addition & Renovation (the Mac-

Millin Company); Town Hall Roof Replacement (GDS Construction of Swanzey); Recycling Center Roof 

Replacement (Melanson Roofing); Public Works Salt Shed Replacement (Clearspan); Carpenter Home 

Bathroom Renovation (GDS Construction of Swanzey); Whitcomb Hall Exterior Painting (Smith & Sons 

Painting of Swanzey); The Grange Hall was cleaned out thanks to countless volunteer hours. 

Thank you to everyone who played a role in helping us complete these projects, especially the voters and tax-

payers of Swanzey! 

LED Street Light Upgrade 

The Town is planning in early 2018 to change our street lights to modern, efficient LED lights. In addition to 

using less power, Eversource charges LED lights at a lower rate so the Town will see significant savings. 

Eversource also offers rebates that help cover the cost of the switch. As part of this process the Town is also 

reviewing the locations of our current street lights. Through this effort we can identify lights that are not 

needed and unsafe areas where lights should be added. The Town plans to have an informational session in 

December or January to get feedback from the public regarding 

lights that are recommended to be added or removed.  What’s inside… 
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Ice Skating  

The Recreation Department will be hosting free ice skating at Keene Ice 

(380 Marlboro St) over December and February vacations. Skates can be 

rented for $4 a pair. The dates are as followed: 

December 27th  2:50 p.m - 3:50 p.m. 

March 1st 3:10 p.m. - 4:10 p.m. 

Basketball 

Registration deadline is December 15th. The program is open to 3rd - 6th graders. 

The coast is $35.00 and the season will run  from January 6th - February 17th.  

Registration forms can me found at Town Hall or on the Town’s website. For ques-

tions please call 352-7411 ext. 115.  

We are looking for volunteer coaches 

Free Movie Night 

We will be showing ELF, a Christmas favorite! 

The movie will be shown at Whitcomb Hall (17 Main St) and will start promptly at  

6 p.m. 

Chairs will be provided but feel free to bring a blanket or something more comforta-

ble. Drinks and popcorn will be provided at no charge. 

Recreation Department 

“Waste is bad.” Most of us agree on this simple statement as it sug-

gests that something isn’t being utilized to its most productive end. It 

also suggests that we’ve likely paid for that unused resource. When it 

comes to our homes, what we waste is typically energy. Be it the way 

we heat and cool our spaces or power our appliances and fixtures 

there are better options entering the market every day. For many folks 

the low hanging fruit is clear and well known; perhaps it’s an attic 

space that you’ve been meaning to insulate or a heating plant that’s 

been limping along now for too many years. None of this is free of 

course with many upgrades costing into the thousands of dollars, but 

it’s certainly worth noting that most improvements will pay for them-

selves over time, with available incentives perhaps sooner than you 

think. Please take the time to check out www.nhsaves.com today and 

begin to learn about ways to save your hard earned dollars while mak-

ing your home more comfortable and less expensive to own.  

Building Department 

http://www.nhsaves.com


Mt. Caesar Union Library 

Saturday December 2nd 9 a.m.-12 p.m. Book Sale, coffee klatch and baked goods. 

If you are attending the church craft fair just down the road on that Saturday, you 

can get all your gift shopping done the same day! The Trustees hope to hold these 

mini book sales and coffee mornings once a month.  

Monthly Family Movie Nights throughout the school year. Watch our website and 

Facebook page for dates and showings. Free and open to the public. December 

date TBA. 

                         A Very Swanzey Christmas 

On Saturday December 2, 2017 beginning at 5:00 p.m. members of the Swanzey 

Firefighter’s Association in cooperation with the Recreation Department and the 

Whitcomb Hall Committee will hold the annual event known as “A Very Swanzey 

Christmas.” The event, now in its third year, has quickly become a widely anticipat-

ed community celebration. The hope of the organizers is to create a special night that 

highlights the traditions of an old fashioned Christmas and create the atmosphere for 

a festive community celebration. This event is held at Whitcomb Hall (17 Main St), 

which is the  perfect setting to warm up and enjoy the community atmosphere. 

“A Very Swanzey Christmas” is led by our Master of Ceremony Paul Scheuring, former news anchor at 

WKBK in Keene, and includes Christmas carols, a reading of “Twas the Night before Christmas” by Select-

man Ken Colby, and live music. Performers include the musical duo of “Dave and Nick”, who play and sing 

traditional and contemporary light rock Christmas music and members of Christian Life Fellowship singing 

your favorite Christmas carols. You will also be able to enjoy a hot dog or hot chocolate thanks to the West 

Swanzey Community Church and you can take a photo at our photo board. Later in the evening, the Swanzey 

Police and Fire Departments escort Santa, Mrs. Claus, and elves in a parade to join the crowd in lighting the 

Christmas tree at Whitcomb Hall. 

With the arrival of Santa Claus at approximately 6:00 p.m. folks will be invited inside Whitcomb Hall to en-

joy treats and meet Santa. Children of all ages will have the opportunity to meet with Santa, tell him exactly 

what they would like for Christmas, and make memories with neighbors, friends and family. The Town in-

vites you to please come and plan to enjoy plenty of baked goods, hot chocolate and a fun craft project for 

kids. 

Parking on Main Street is limited and we try to reserve spaces in front of Whitcomb Hall for seniors and those 

who may benefit from parking a little closer. Other parking is available at the Community Church Parking 

Lot at the corner of Holbrook and Main or the Riverside Park across the Thompson Covered Bridge. 

Dress for winter conditions as it may be a chilly night. The event is held rain, shine or snow. If you have let-

ters for Santa it’s ok to bring them and they will be delivered. You can also bring a non-perishable food item 

for the West Swanzey Community Church Pantry and it will be delivered. There is no charge for this event 

and we look forward to seeing everyone again this year. If your group would like to become involved with 

this special event you are invited to speak to any of the firefighters or call the station at 358-6455 for more 

information.  



During 2017 there were a number of applications before the Planning and Zoning Boards that attracted the 

attention of the Town’s residents. Whether it was a subdivision, a housing development or a new business go-

ing in, residents came to these meetings to ask questions, express concerns, and get answers. If you receive a 

certified letter alerting you to a public hearing or when you see a notice in the newspaper that discusses a pro-

ject that may impact you, it is important that you attend the public hearing to listen and participate. 

The Planning & Community Development Office often gets calls asking about various projects that are before 

the Boards. You are encouraged to call, email or stop by to review applications. The P&CD Office is open 

Monday through Friday, 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. It is recommended that you call ahead to make sure that someone 

is available to assist you. P&CD Director Sara Carbonneau can be reached at 352-7411 ext. 108 or via email 

at scarbonneau@town.swanzey.nh.us   

Finally, the regulations that govern use of your property are adopted by the voters of Swanzey. It is important 

that when you go to the polls in March you understand what a 

proposed zoning ordinance means and how it may impact you. 

Be sure to review the warrant, read the voter guide and ASK 

questions ahead of time.  An informed voter is a good voter! 

Update from Planning & Community Development  

“Get Involved – The World is Run by Those Who Show Up” 

You may have noticed that the salt storage building at 98 Pine St. 

has been replaced by a bigger salt storage building this fall. As part 

of the facilities improvements one item identified for the Public 

Works Department was the replacement of the 50+ year old salt 

shed.  The old salt shed was built in 1965 for $4,000 and was the 

first salt shed built for the town. Prior to that salt was stored in the 

garage behind Whitcomb Hall. When I first came to work for the 

town in 1996 the annual salt usage was about 700 tons of salt per 

year. For the last 4 or 5 years our salt usage has risen to approxi-

mately 1,500 tons per year. Part of that increase is due to the increase in the number of miles of road in town 

and the rest is because the public’s expectations have changed over the years. We all want the roads to be 

black and dry as soon as possible. The old salt shed could hold about 330 tons of salt which means we would 

have to fill it 4.5 times to get through the season. This was usually not a problem until 2008 when our suppli-

er told us he could no longer supply us on January 30th. I was able to find another way to get salt, but the 

price was almost double. This is the reason for the much larger facility, which was built to hold 1,500 tons of 

salt. We chose to go with a fabric structure because it could be built quickly, and it was put up in 4 days.  

Clearspan was selected because they have been in the business of fabric structures since 1979 and the build-

ings carry a 20-year warranty on the fabric and a 50-year warranty on the steel trusses. The engineers de-

signed this building to withstand both the New England snow load and a 100 MPH wind. While I can’t say 

we did it for $4,000 like in 1965, we have at this point allocated $129,000.00 to this project and to get 50 

years out of it we will have to invest in a replacement fabric. DPW Director Lee Dunham 

Public Works New Salt Storage Building 

mailto:scarbonneau@town.swanzey.nh.us


Whitcomb Hall has enjoyed a year of wonderful things. First and 

foremost the Hall was painted in 2017 returning it to its original 

splendor. While we had the use of the painter’s lifts, it was crucial 

to redo the top of the clock tower roof. 

2017 has seen a multitude of events at the Hall beginning with 

rentals for birthday parties, funeral receptions, anniversary parties, 

graduation parties, art shows, yoga  and of course our annual 

Chicken BBQ. This year’s BBQ realized a $2,200 profit that went 

directly back into the renovation funds for the Hall. 

Fundraising of the Hall continues with strong support in private donations as well as volunteer “in kind” do-

nations. 2017 saw donations that made it possible to close in the basement stairs to meet safety issues and to 

completely outfit the kitchen. Other enhancements to the hall are the installation of air conditioning, a new 

PA system, fire rated drapes, new tables and chairs and exterior landscaping.  

The Hall continues to be used by the Town for various public meetings. Additionally the Mt. Caesar Union 

Library hosted a Puppet Show at the Hall as part of its summer program. With the past addition of a beautiful 

grand piano, the first floor is a wonderful location for social gatherings.  

The Whitcomb Hall Committee has successfully received donations from local charitable foundations includ-

ing a grant from the New Hampshire Preservation Alliance to help pay for a Historical Building Assessment. 

This grant will enable us to apply for further funds from New Hampshire’s Land and Community Heritage 

Investment Program (LCHIP). LCHIP matches grants to preserve New Hampshire’s historic resources. We 

will use the funds from this grant for the second floor renovation.  

It is crucial at this time to finish this beautiful Hall for all the citizens of Swanzey to utilize. Once the second 

floor is completed, it can be used for multiple purposes. We need the support of the citizens of Swanzey to 

continue our vital work. To book Whitcomb Hall for your event, call Jenna at 603-357-7411 ext. 115 or 

jfraunfelder@town.swanzey.nh.us. 

Whitcomb Hall 

Wilson Pond Dams Update 

The Town and our engineering firm Dubois & King 

have been working with the State of New Hampshire 

to find a solution to the Town’s dam issues. Our goal 

is to agree with the State on a cost effective solution 

that has little if any impact on the water level in Wil-

son Pond. The Town is currently pursuing a waiver 

from the State requirements that would require the 

dam (Route 32) to be raised or the water level to be 

lowered. More information should be available soon. 

Rabbit Hollow Road Bridge 

The Town planned to replace the bridge on Rabbit 

Hollow Road in 2017/2018 with Town funds and 

put the project out to bid in July.  Unfortunately 

due to poor soil conditions the bids came in higher 

than expected. As such, the Town applied to put 

this project in the Department of Transportation’s 

bridge aid program, where the Town pays 20% and 

the State pays 80%. We are waiting for the State to 

tell us what year this project will receive State 

funding. 



The winter season presents certain challenges that seem a little more severe because of the harsh weather. 

Colds, the Flu, Stomach Viruses, Pneumonia, Bronchitis to name a few prominent winter illnesses, plus the 

threat of power outages due to winter storms. If you are prepared, it may help to lessen the impact. 

Winter Illnesses. Although contagious viruses are active year-round, we’re most vulnerable to them in fall 

and winter because we spend more time indoors with other people when the weather gets cold. To lessen the 

chance of contracting one of these illnesses, practice healthy habits. 

Wash your hands often. Teach children to do the same. Both colds and flu can be passed through contami-

nated surfaces, including the hands. Wash hands with warm water and soap for at least 20 seconds. 

Try to limit exposure to infected people and avoid touching your face. If you touch something that's con-

taminated and then touch your eyes, mouth, or nose, you can get sick. If you touch something that's contami-

nated and then touch your eyes, mouth, or nose, you can get sick. Cover your mouth with a tissue when you 

cough or sneeze. Some tips to avoid getting sick are: eat a balanced diet and get enough sleep; exercise; do 

your best to keep stress in check; and get a flu shot! Vaccination is especially important for health care work-

ers, as well as those who live with or care for people at high risk for serious flu-related complications, such as 

people older than 65 or with compromised immune systems. 

If you get sick. Usually colds have to run their course. Gargling with salt water may relieve a sore throat. 

And a cool-mist humidifier may help relieve stuffy noses. 

Stay hydrated and rested. Avoid alcohol and caffeinated products, which may dehydrate you. 

Talk to your healthcare professional to find out what will work best for you. In addition to over-the-

counter (OTC) medicines, there are prescription medications for treating flu. Cold and flu complications may 

include bacterial infections (e.g., bronchitis, sinusitis, ear infections, and pneumonia) that could require anti-

biotics. Check with a healthcare professional before giving medicine to children. 

Power Outages 

Power outages are never convenient but if you prepare, it may make it a 

little easier. Keep ready-to-use food on hand, such as: ready-to-eat canned 

meats, fruits, vegetables and a can opener; protein or fruit bars; dry cereal 

or granola; peanut butter; dried fruit; canned juices; non-perishable pasteur-

ized milk; and high energy foods. 

Health Officer Update 

Stratton Library Becomes Town Public Library 

At the end of a process that lasted nearly two years, the Stratton Library on Main Street has become the 

Town’s official public library. The Town has worked with the Stratton Library Trustees to dissolve the trust 

that previously governed the Stratton Library. This was officially approved by the Cheshire County Probate 

Court in September. While most things should stay the same for the patrons of the Stratton Library, one ma-

jor change is that in 2018 the Town will elect the three trustees who will manage the affairs of the library, 

instead of only one elected trustee in the past. Welcome officially to Town government Stratton Library! 



Reminders 

The Swanzey Recycling Center is open to all Swanzey Residents. To get full use of the facility all you need 

to do is bring your vehicle registration to the center to get your free green recycling permit. All permits are 

attached to your vehicle’s mirror or front bumper. This ensures that only Swanzey residents get full use of 

this great facility! While most of the Recycling Center’s activities are funded by taxes, the Center charges 

disposal fees to offset extra costs of processing certain items. The Board of Selectmen periodically reviews 

and may adjust these fees, after a public hearing.  

 

Fees are payable by check or cash at drop-off 

Announcements 

The Swanzey Recycling will be open regular hours for the upcoming holidays (Thanksgiving, Christmas and 

New Year’s). Any gift wrapping paper cannot be recycled due to the glue on the paper; this can be put with 

your household trash and thrown into the dumpster. All cardboard coming through from the holidays we ask 

remains clean and recycled with the rest of the cardboard. 

 

Starting January 1st 2018 we will be asking that residents that are dropping off 

used motor oil to label their containers with a name and phone number. This 

will prevent excess waste that we cannot accept or handle at the facility mixed 

with the oil (Gasoline, paint thinner, or solvents). Ensuring that we are only 

burning unmixed used motor oil is vital to not only protecting residents and the 

environment but keeping Swanzey Recycling Staff safe as well. If you have 

any questions or do not know how to dispose of a Hazardous Waste ask an at-

tendant and we will be more than happy to help find a place for proper dispos-

al! We will be posting signs and answering questions about our process and 

the importance of it. 

Recycling Center 

Swanzey 2017 Tax Rate 

Swanzey tax rate has been set at $28.16 / 

$1,000, a 2.5% reduction from 2016. For a 

property assessed at $100,000, the 2017 

total tax bill is projected to decrease 

roughly $71 from 2016. See chart for 

breakdown of the tax rate: 

Tax bills have been mailed out and are 

due on December 27th. Taxpayers with tax 

payment questions should contact Tax 

Collector Lori Belletete (352-7411 ext. 109 or lbelletete@town.swanzey.nh.us) and taxpayers with property 

assessment questions should contact Assessing Coordinator Christine Smith (352-7411 ext. 114 or 

csmith@town.swanzey.nh.us).   

 
 2016 2017 % Increase 

Town 6.06 6.16   1.7% 

County 3.50 3.65   4.3% 

Local School 16.90 16.08 - 4.9% 

State School 2.41 2.27 - 5.8% 

Total 28.87 28.16 - 2.5% 

Total w/ North Swanzey 29.55 28.85 - 2.4% 

https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=https://utilities.bellevuewa.gov/UserFiles/Servers/Server_4779004/Image/Utilities/Inset_min350x250_max550x350/Recycle%20Used%20Motor%20Oil.jpg&imgrefurl=https://utilities.bellevuewa.gov/manage-your-utility-services/solid-w
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Winter Upcycling Project - Wine bottles 

 

The cold winter months are coming, making it a great time for indoor crafts. There are many different things 

that can be done with a used wine bottle. You can purchase a hand held glass cutter at any hardware store, 

this scores the glass and with a few taps you will have a clean break. There are other methods to cutting 

glass, this may be the easiest. You can paint and decorate a bottle to get in the holiday spirit as well! If there 

are no bottles available, there are plenty here at the recycling center waiting to be used! All of the other sup-

plies like paint or lights can be found at the local craft stores. 

Please help the DPW this winter 

 
If any person shall place or cause to be put any snow or ice upon the surface of the traveled portion of any 

road, he shall be fined no more than one hundred dollars.  This shall not apply where snow or ice is pushed 

across the traveled surface of a road as long as the snow or ice on the traveled way is immediately cleaned up 

and removed. 

 

Beginning November 15 and continuing until April 15, notice is hereby given that all motor vehicles parked 

on any street or highway between 11:00 p.m. and 7:00 a.m. will be towed at the owner’s expense and risk.   

 

Please remove items from the roadway and  right of ways like basketball hoops, bike ramps etc... 

Upcoming Important Meetings 

In early 2018 the Town will host the public hearing on the 

budget and any bond articles (as needed) in mid-January. The 

Town will then host the Deliberative Session in early Febru-

ary, where voters consider the budget and warrant articles rec-

ommended by the Selectmen to determine how they appear on 

the Town Ballot in March. Keep an eye out for the dates and 

locations of these meetings as we get closer, your participation 

is important!  




